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PROGRAM 


Radetzky March 
by Johann Strauss, Sr./arr. Issac 


Symphony No. 8 in B minor “The Unfinished” 
by Franz Schubert 
I. Allegro moderato 


An American in Paris Suite 
by George Gershwin/arr. Whitney 


Poet and Peasant Overture 
by Franz von Suppe 


Hungarian Dance No. 5 
by Johannes Brahms/arr. Phillippe 


FINE ARTS EVENTS FALL 2010 


Nov 13 Western Plains Music Festival Concert 
@ 3:00 Theatre 


Noy. 19 Student Art Show & Sale Theatre Lobby 
Opening 4:00-6:00 Show ends Dee, 16th 


Dec.2 Music Student Recital @ 7:30 Theatre 


Dec.5 Choirs & Symphony Concert @ 3:00 
Windthorst Immaculate Heart of Mary 


Wind & Jazz Concert @ 7:30 Theatre i 


Notes 

The Radetzky March, composed in 1848 and dedicated to the Austrian Field 
Marshal Joseph Radetzky von Radetz, became quite a popular march among 
soldiers. When it was first played in front of Austrian officers they promptly 
continues today when played in classical music venues in Vienna. Despite its 
military nature, its tone is rather more festive than martial, in accordance with 
its dedicatee’s exuberant personality and popularity in the ballroom as well as 
the battlefield. 


Symphony No. 8 in B minor, commonly known as the “Unfinished Symphony” 
‘was started in 1822 but only two movements are known to be complete, even 
though Schubert would live for another six years. A scherzo, nearly completed 
in piano score but with only two pages orchestrated, also survives. One possible 
reason is the predominance of the same meter (three-in-a-bar). The first 
movement is in 3/4, the second in 3/8 and the third (an incomplete scherzo) also 
in 3/4. Three consecutive movements in exactly the same meter rarely occur in 
the symphonies, sonatas or chamber works of the great Viennese composers. 


An American in Paris, by American composer George Gershwin, composed in 
1928 on commission from the New York Philharmonic, is one of his best-known 
compositions. He also did the orchestration, including celesta, saxophone, 

1928 premiere in Carnegie Hall. It is in the form of an extended tone poem 
evoking the sights and energy of the French capital in the 1920s. It portrays the 
impression of an American strolling about Paris, hearing various street noises 


indicating a spasm of homesickness, then back, as he returns to being an alert 
spectator and the street noises and French atmosphere reign triumphant. 


Franz von Suppe’s Poet & Peasant, 1846, is one of about 30 operettas and 180 


farces, ballets, and other stage works. The descriptive nature of von Suppé’s 
overtures have earned them frequent use in numerous animated cartoons. Poet 
and Peasant appears in Fleischer Studio’s 1935 Popeye cartoon The Spinach 
Overture. The majority of his works have sunk into relative obscurity, but 
some of them have been used in all sorts of soundtracks for movies, cartoons, 
advertisements, and are frequently played at symphonic “pops” concerts. 


The Hungarian Dances are a set of 21 lively dance tunes based mostly 

on Hungarian themes. Only numbers 11, 14 and 16 are entirely original 
compositions. They are among Brahms’ most popular works and were certainly 
the most profitable for him. Each dance has been arranged for a wide variety 
of instruments and ensembles. Brahms originally wrote them for piano four- | 
hands and later arranged the first 10 dances for solo piano. The most famous is 
Hungarian Dance No. 5. 
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